Learning English through Poems and Songs


Introduction
Warm-up Activity
Favourite poems/songs
1. Work with a partner. Make a list of three to five poems and songs (in either English or Chinese) which you like. Do they have anything in common? What do you think makes poems and songs good? Be ready to share your views with the class.
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

2. Listen to a poem your teacher reads. Work with a partner and decide what your reaction to it is. Do the feelings and/or words please you?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

3. Listen to a song your teacher plays. Work with a partner and decide what your reaction to it is. Do the feelings, words and/or music please you?

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Poem and Song Journal

The purpose of this journal activity is to encourage you to access poems and songs as an independent language learning activity. In parallel to what you will be doing in class for the module, collect five pieces of work (including both poems and songs) that you like and give your personal response to them.
Include the following in the Journal for each of the five poems or songs:

· The poem or the song lyrics
· A description of the theme of the poem or song

· Language that you have learned from it

(e.g. vocabulary, metaphors, similes, expressions)

· Your personal response to the poem or song

(e.g. Did you like it? Why or why not? What did the poem or song mean to you?)

The Journal will be used to assess your participation in the module and the progress you make during it. It should also be something of value to yourself as a reflection of your taste, and something you can share with others.
The entries can be of different lengths. Some examples are given below for your reference.
	Journal Entry 1

I just heard a funny song. It’s really crazy: an old woman swallows a fly. She wants to get rid of the fly so she swallows a spider to catch the fly…and so it goes on until she swallows a horse!

Of course, each verse gets longer as she swallows more things. Here are the seventh and eighth verses.
There was an old lady who swallowed a cow. 

I don’t know how she swallowed a cow!

She swallowed the cow to catch the goat.

She swallowed the goat to catch the dog.

She swallowed the dog to catch the cat.

She swallowed the cat to catch the bird.

She swallowed the bird to catch the spider

That wriggled and jiggled and wiggled inside her.

She swallowed the spider to catch the fly.

But I dunno why she swallowed that fly.

Perhaps she’ll die.

There was an old lady who swallowed a horse –
She’s dead, of course.
Excellent ending!




	Journal Entry 2

My auntie, who studied in Canada, has introduced a little old poem to me. She had to explain it, but then I decided I liked it a lot.
Cherry-Ripe

Cherry-ripe, ripe, ripe, I cry,

Full and fair ones; come and buy.

If so you ask me where

They do grow, I answer: There

Where my Julia’s lips do smile

There’s the land, or cherry-isle,

Whose plantations fully show

All the year where cherries grow.
Robert Herrick
[image: image1.wmf]
The poet is selling cherries in the street (it’s just like the opening scene in the second part of Oliver! and the song “Who will buy?”). If anyone wants to know where the cherries come from, he has his answer ready: from Julia’s lips.
Lovers like to praise each other. Imagine going through your lover’s face. “Your hair’s like silk. Your skin is like the outside of a ripe peach. Your eyes are like clear rock pools in the mountains. Your lips are like cherries.” Why cherries? Because they are sweet, bright red and full of flavour, just like the lips of his Julia who he would love to kiss! 
A charming poem.




	Journal Entry 3

I have just found these haiku in a school magazine in the school library. They have impressed me a great deal.
[image: image2.jpg]



Cold wind; cloudy sky;

Damp, grey: rain ready to fall  –
But bright red New Year!
[image: image3.jpg]



Sapphire sky; bright sun;

School picnics in country parks – 

Time of youth and joy.
The two poems refer to two different times of year in Hong Kong: the cold season and the dry sunny season. 
The first haiku belongs to February. The first line sets the mood with its description and the very similar hard sounds of “cold” and “cloudy”. Then we have the two short strong adjectives “damp” and “grey”. There is a pause as we wait for the rain to fall, and some alliteration (“rain ready”, with “ready” also echoing “cloudy”). I can almost see the low grey cloud and feel the damp air with the first drops of cold rain in it. It could be depressing, but it is also a time of happiness because of Chinese New Year. After the first two sad lines, the haiku surprises us with its bright colour and feeling of joy. We enjoy the /b/ and /r/ sounds and the “ready”/“red” echo. The contrast works well. 
The second haiku describes late October or early November. I like the adjective “sapphire” (a blue precious stone). This time there is no sudden contrast. Maybe the poem is simply about being young and happy, but I think there may also be sadness there (so there is a contrast): the words “time” and “youth” remind us these things do not last. For some students it is their last year at school. They are growing up. Gradually they will stop being young. Joy itself will not last forever. The many /s/ sounds bind the first two lines together tightly, and the /p/ sound in “picnics” and “parks” create a nice balance.
I like these poems because they are simple, talk about Hong Kong and have deep meaning.




Module Presentation

By the end of the module, you will need to select ONE of the five songs or poems and give a presentation of it to your classmates. 
Your presentation should include:

· the poem/song lyrics, the writer/singer and any other background information that may help your classmates to understand the poem/song better (e.g. when and/or why it was written)
· a brief description of what the song/poem means to you 
(e.g. “This song helps me to feel better when I am lonely”; “The poem reminds me of my school friend who left Hong Kong last year”; “I listen to this song when I am working out because it gives me the strength to keep going”)
· the various aspects of what you have learned throughout the module

(you will need to determine what area you should focus on, e.g. the theme, the rhyme scheme, use of language)
Consider using various means such as a poster or PowerPoint slides to make your presentation interesting and effective. If you prefer, your presentation may also include your recitation/singing of the poem/song.
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